New approaches in the treatment of metastatic melanoma: thalidomide and temozolomide.
Although melanoma is a relatively chemoresistant malignancy, systemic chemotherapy remains the primary treatment for metastatic melanoma. The observation of vasculogenic mimicry in aggressive melanoma has prompted investigation into using an antiangiogenic agent to enhance the antitumor activity of chemotherapy in metastatic melanoma. Thalidomide (Thalomid) exhibits antiangiogenic activity and other biological modulatory effects that may provide additive or synergistic antitumor effects when given concurrently with chemotherapy. A phase I/II study of thalidomide and temozolomide in the treatment of metastatic melanoma is in progress. Preliminary results of this combination therapy have shown significant antitumor activity, including some striking responses in brain metastases.